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In a recent interview with Prensa Latina, Jorge Carrillo Rojas, leader of the 800,000 member United
Workers Federation (CUT), declared that of Bogota's over 1.5 million labor force, at least 16% are
unemployed. Carrillo, a former Labor Minister, said that unemployment in official statistics is
typically underestimated, result of questionable methodologies. For instance, he said, a person who
has not held a job for six months is not counted as "unemployed," but rather as a "non-remunerated
worker." Next, Carrillo said that underemployment in Bogota is extremely high. He mentioned that
underemployed workers include street vendors, part-time workers, and odd jobbers. In Colombia,
said Carrillo, un- and underemployment rates are among the highest in Latin America, result of
the country's lopsided development and stagnation of the industrial sector. According to the labor
leader, in 1988 industry accounts for only 21% of GDP, compared to 16% in 1946. In contrast, banking
and financial services represent 8% of GDP, compared to 2% in 1946. In 1946 agriculture accounted
for 56% of Colombian GDP, compared to 31% today. Carrillo asserted that most rural-urban
migrants ended up in the so-called informal sector, and low-paid services occupations. Carrillo
asserted that retail sales of newspapers, trash, hamburgers and sandwiches on street corners, and
financial speculation, are simply poor bases for a country's economic wealth. The employment
situation in Bogota, said Carrillo, has been aggravated by the violence and insecurity prevailing
in many regions of the countryside. Rural residents migrate to the capital in hopes of escaping
the violence, as well as gaining access to improved housing, medical assistance and education.
Unfortunately, he added, because of low wages and the high costs of such amenities, most migrants
are disappointed. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 08/05/88)
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